[In vitro activity of 4 fluoroquinolones against Klebsiella pneumoniae. Distribution according to phenotype resistance to aminoglycosides or beta-lactams].
Minimal inhibitory concentrations (MIC) of pefloxacin (PEF), norfloxacin (NOR), ofloxacin (OFL) and ciprofloxacin (CIP) are evaluated by agar dilution against 100 Klebsiella pneumoniae strains isolated in hospital. MIC 50 and 90%, micrograms/ml, are respectively: CIP (0.25/8), OFL (1/16), NOR (1/32), PEF (2/64). We determined the phenotypes PEF/NOR/OFL/CIP by taking into account the critic concentrations of the French Committee for Antibiogram. The results are: SSSS = 45%, RI/RI/RI/RI = 20%, RI/SSS = 19%, RI/RI/RI/S = 8%, RI/RI/SS = 7%. When a strain is resistant to pefloxacin alone, the MICs of the other fluoroquinolones are higher than those of the sensitive strains. The resistance to fluoroquinolones is most frequent in strains that have acquired resistance to aminoglycosides or betalactams, but exists also in strains that have no acquired resistance to these antibiotics.